The problems veterans face ripple out to all those around them. Deployment and reintegration significantly impact families and children. Children of veterans with PTSD are at increased risk of emotional, behavioral, and academic problems.
Service providers face an uphill battle in reaching veterans. Many veterans are reluctant to seek care through the VA due to fears of stigmatization, loss of career advancement opportunities, discomfort with the VA facility environments, lack of eligibility, and distance from VA medical centers. Community-based services are vital, as veterans often prefer to seek care at smaller, locally-based organizations.
On Long Island:
• Long Island, with over 152,000 veterans, has the largest population of veterans in the country besides San Diego. This spike in veteran numbers is due in part to the housing boom generated by Levittown, resulting in many World War II veterans settling on Long Island. The children of veterans are more likely than others to serve in the military.
• 5,000 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans live on Long Island.
• One in two veterans on Long Island returning from Iraq and Afghanistan has a mental health need.
• There are 5,500 
